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Firefighters saved Paulette Gori, an emergency room doctor; her daughter, Jade Parkinson, 5 maonths; and her husband,
Ciris Parkinson, an associate professor of geology. Looters forced the family to flee the Unlversity of New Orleans.

For seven days they will rest

New Orleans firefighters are able to regroup after working
nonstop for two weeks battling unimaginable conditions

Py LEE ATLL EAVANAUGH
The Kamuao City Star

EATON ROUGE — His eyes thow no
emotion. 1 is voice is flat, almost 2 whis-
per. And his now-ragged New Orleans
Fire Fighter T-shin s mostly frayed

edgrs.

Just ke its owner, Pat Ball

Ball, 53, a firefighter for 31 yrars,
tortured days watching his be! city
roiled by winds, wates, fire, looting and

death — events spawned by Hurricane  Baptist

Katrina that he was helpless to prevent.
But he and his fellow firefighters weren't
helpless when it came to saving hurnan
beings. They stayed behind when the
evacuation orders sounded. They knew
this would be the time the city would
nﬁm&rm

now are their stories beginning
to tumble out, as fresh firefighters arfve

from around the country to relieve them

of their duty.
Even heroes need 1o rest.
Rescuers who st in putrid food

waters, breathed their vapors, it
nessed the destruction and d,?,;wl::,
days and nights without end. are getting
help now from an amray of medica] tpams
critical-incident counselony
“Last night we had our £rst beer,” Bap
said Friday while sitting stifl nd sore in-
side a relief center set up Inside the Zpar
Qurch. “J've been lifting gq
many people into boats it has taken  toil
L p—
€ a loca
down the . a few doory dg::-i,
from the podiatrist. Across the way ohyer
medical tearns are poking &7 with gyr.
inges full of Hepatitis shots. Bal] has
been here for two days.
Here is an air-conditioned place* to

sleep on mattresses covered in clean
sheets, blankets, complete with at least
one hand-made,  crayon-colored
“Thank You® card from @ children’s
Sunday school class. A nearby room
holds tables full of clcan socks and un-

. Another

volunteers from the International Asso-

cation of Fire Fighters Union.
Friday n seven of rest. Seven
days off, after two wee: of surviving
horrid conditions. Seven days 1o process
everything tnessed.  Seven
daynommhnmhdﬂrmfnmmﬁ
and to try to salvage something from
Mmbmummmmpum

of Grefighters lost
owned
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“Those firefighters are heroes.
They saved us ...They saved my family.”

REST: Firefighters get a break after working two straight weeks

Continued from A-1

And seven days before they re-
tum to work 10 help with the grisly
work of removing the drad. going
door 1o door, searching top to bot-
tom inside any structure beft stand -
ng

"R ive

On Aug. 28, as every television in
New Orleans displayed images of
the approaching stom, the fire-
fighters of Engine Company 18 took
shelter at Marina Towers, a larpe
building in the New Orleans Yacht
‘Harbor. They planned for the worst
they could imagfine.

Soon they would realize how lim-
ited their bnaginatuons were.

Ball was watching whitecaps
from a hugre plate-glass window.
Suddenly, the window flexed In-
ward Before he could shout a
waming, it shartered, raining
thards of glass on those below.
Winds as Joud as jet engines formed
such a strong vacuum that at one
point the men locked amms in a hu-
man chain tw keep from being
sucked away. They lurched their
way Io an inside starwel for better
shelter.

Pvennzlly the winds died] away.
Then the waters started fising,
breeching levees and covering ev-
erything destroying everything

“It Jooked lke the water was
bumning,” Ball remembered. Natu-
fuel bubbled up to the surface.
Houses exploded  Entire  blocks

fire

" Hours later when they were able
to leave the marna bulding, they
knew what they had to do — find
boats, find people. That frst day
_they rescued neardy 100 people,
“We watchad three houses bum,
We watched helplessly ™ Rall said,
quirtly, remembenng, The rescues
included chopping through roofs
when they beard s«oreams, or saw
hands waving through vents They
found one home where there was a
gimpse of movement inside the
bathroom window of a house. A’
man was frapped in water up to his
chin. :

Although he was looking at the
firefighters, he wasn't screaming
He seemed calm, as if he was re-
signed to die, Rall said.

Ball kicked the window in and
pulled the man out Even two
weeks Later, that scene is the one he
remembers most

About the same e Dear down-
town at the Univensiry of New Or-
leans, a dozen other firefighters had
also commandeered boats. They
and Chris Parkinson. 41, an associ-
ate professor of grology at the uni-
versty, ned to pick up anyone they
=W, b

fighters.

Four days later, Parkinson sdll
shook as he retokd the story,

“It didn't 1ake long for it to get
rough. ... At least two rapes hap-
pened. . Rapes of two Little girds. ..
After three days it was total chaos.”

The firefighters tried o control
the gowd. he said, but they had no
weapons, When the mob mentality
threatened their safety, the men
bamicaded themsehves  inside a
building along with Parkinson and
his family, unul helicopter crews
could finally rescue them,

Phatos by ALTIMON TONG The Kansas Chry Star
Friday in Baton Rouge, La., New yleans firefighter Pat Ball filled out
paper work before going on a seyen-day break. Fliefighters from around
the country have come to relieye gall and his coworkers who had been
working nonstop since Hurricane Katrina hit two weeks ago.

“We made a bad situation
as good as we could.”

~Gordon Case, 39 captan of the
Engine 18 crew

his wife, Paulerte Gorl, 34, an emet-
grncy room physiclan. Al were
haggard and exhausted except the
tiniest one: Jade, just 5 months old.
cooed and purgled. delighted with
amone’s atenbon. 2

“This is nothing bke 9/11.7 said
Parkinson. shaking his head at the
violence, and no immediate out-
s mzm-o;hc It amazes

“This is a =
mituﬂfmda}:brfomprha.d
food, water. There was nothing, No
support.”

W



For seven days, the firefighters
just tried to stay alive. They treated
swimming pools with chlorine for a
drinking water source. From
stranded vehides they siphoned
fuel and oil to power their genera-
tors. They broke into grocery stores
for food, but kept a bist of everything
they took to pay merchants back
later

“We made a bad situation as
good as we could.” said Gordon
Casc, 39, captain of the Engine 18
arew. "1 picked up two women who
were both mped. They told me
they'd lost everything, then they
“There was stuff here that needed
to be done, so we did it It’s a natu-
ral instinct for us ... we take care of
people. That's why we became fire-
meT. to help.”

A firefighter from Austin, Texas,
volunteering at the rebel center
asked the group to gather for a pic-
ture.

"Say cheese. No! Say, Katrina,*
she said with a grin

They all mugged and smiled for
the moment.

The men shook hands and gave
hugs all around. In hours, they
would be reunited with their loved
ones.

But firefighter Steve Condon, 40,
said he had one more story to tell
When the groups of rescue teams
first arrived, he said, the New Oy
leans firefighters became puides on
thewr boats; no one knew the city as
well as the locals did.

As Cordon talked, his voice began
1o quiver. He took a deep breath,

Previously unaware of the search
efforts under way by volunteers
from aqoss the country and still
birter about some of the homble

things he had seen, Cordon experi-
enced an immediate tum around in
his view when his boat entered
Lake Ponchanrain.

In ene moment he leamed how
many people really cared.

“1could see boats as far as the eye
could hsu- o man, it choked me
up.” he said. “Se man be
cared for us... about ma: gf:y?ll
made us feel really good ...

“We saw humaniry kicking in_*
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