MISSOURI TEAM COMES FACE TO FACE WITH THE DEVASTATION
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Photos by ALLISON LONGI The Kansas City Star
Amims Arguello, 68, (far beft) was concerned for her busband, Armando, 78, whose leg had been operated on a week ear-
lier. Both were rescued Friday by Missourl Task Force | members Diann Straatmann and Garland Shern In New Orleans.

By LEL MILL KAVANAUGH
The Kamnas Clty Star

looks up at the caravan, her eyes weary.
Another, fists denched, pounds the air,

Baghdad conditions in Big Easy

tears rolling down her sweaty face, beg-
ging the rescue workers in the an?:!
Comvoy to rescue her. To stop. To take
her somewhere else, anywhere away
from here.
They cannot. They have another mis-
sion. They are heading to one of the most
hm[:ud:ﬁbkquNmm
distance, marring the skyline, a
d‘lﬂgm!plamd:l:[lm Black smoke blots
out blue sky, drifting over a dity already
drowning in waters swirling with chern-
icals, parasites. bacteria, floating debris
mmrrm Everything cooking in the

Plunging into it all are the rescue work-
ets, volunteers who have trained for this
moment. But no amount of training can
prepare a human heart for this.

The radio cackles with a Missour
drawi “Put your AC on max and recyde

See KATRINA, A-11
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Willie Carey, 43 and a former Marine, stood on dry land for the first time since Katrina hit after being rescued by Missouri Task Force 1 on Friday
from his home in New Orleans. *Tell people that all of us here appreciate the thoughts and prayers of everybody,” Carcy sald.

- KATRINA: Team makes life and death decisions

; They are in a 4% -mie convor Abourt COMOY Stops
it. That smoke's toxic,” says Doug with other urban task forces fron m@mMm
ades for Mis.  1iomida T o Colorado, Tennes- 0, e drive from their base in
souri Task Force L He doesn't BVe  aoong orher stares, onanied 1y 'Pa0 Metairie ook more than
1o tell anyone in the convoy 1o lock  the Federal Emergency Manage- three hours because parts of 1-10 are

their doors. Some avert their ment Agency. Other states’ teams  UPGeT water. But tnucks and sport-
mmmmmm&: are helping in Mississipes, and Ala- Y vehicles can still get through
sir-conditioned ermvironment. boma. The Environmentsl Protec- 13 Single Iine.
Westholl, an assistant fire chief ‘ton slso is I New Ordeans, © FEMA organizes the area into a
from the Boane County Fire Protec- lﬁmm from  grid of 12- 1o 15-block sections. Mis-
tion District, leads the task force. Repion 7, Kansas City's district. souri Task Force 1 s assigned (o the
Their eyes have seen much. Frustra- - Overhead, the sky Is thick wit  “intersection of Chef Menteur and
tions even among the rescuers - helicopters the worst off ¥ “Bullard Avernue in the northeast sec-

mount as chaotic moments disrupt medical teams at Orleans In  + tdon of New Orleans. Tts search will
i in which hun. “ernational Alrport inchade 2 two-mile route that ends
- at Lake Pontchartrain. e



The team mrembers -
haiﬂmdryaaruﬂmm
-stocked with coalers of water. Now
‘they must wail. There are not
m@j;iﬁ?bmamhﬁtlnduh
dmﬁﬁ?mmdmmm
opens Meals Ready to Eat,
within view of two dead dogs in a2
parking It acroes the street. A
cooked sign advertises a company
that UNCLOGS MOST DRAINS. It's
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pedaling a bicyde ap-
proaches the Missour! rescuers
Mike Colberg, 59, sxys his house ks
under watey, but he's staying His
wife is somewhere downtown, ar-
rested days before the storm, and
he's not leaving until he finds her.

Three team members con-
nect with a boat around 1 pm. In
minutes, they report over the radio
ﬁni:mq&nmdthuxnwy’m

“We kept thinking the water's
gonna drain out,” says Willie Carey,
43, He and his brother-in-law, Isaar

Parker, 48, soon decided they
couldn’t watit d heard h would
be two months ore the water

would be gone. Conditions were too
tough, even for Carey, a former Ma-
rine,

“Tell people that all of us here ap-
preciate the thoughts and prayers of
" says Carey. “Tell my

u:lmrmnmd'nng'lh'l
, Kansas, that 'm 0K ...
we had to leave the cat

his head. “All the dogs
my nephew 'm sory we
bring his cat ...Maybe it

men leave in a van driven by
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10 make sure drank water,
mmundmlhmmp.
But some, the nun said, were too far
e

About this story

Reporter Lee Mill Kavanaugh and

during the team's day, others
were described by team

weTe carmied out st Life and death
decisions here, Save the ones most
likely to survive.

* + Among the sizvivors wers a dgu-+
ble-ampunes

Korean War veteran
and ~a litthe old lady™ who waa afraid
0 pet on the rescue helicopler that
had been called n, She feared she

Back at the comer of Chef Men-
teur and Bullard, one Missourd boat
tearn brings in another set of victims
about 3 p.m. Aminta .68, is
helped out of the boat. She mum-
bles something and then falls to her
knees to kiss the ground. The team
‘ﬁ‘fﬁ?@;ﬂmﬂ.%ﬁﬂdﬂ.?&ﬂng

is in a splint. He is bare-
foot, pale and very frail

“All of New Orleans is wet, isn't it?
. [ kept him alive. I did it. I kept
telling him, ‘Don't you die on me!” *
Aminta Arguello says in a rush of
words. “We've been marmried 14

The water had rushed into their
one-story home and in minutes, the
mdryﬂacnwdtdhﬂngmmn

- She hoisted her hushand,



Afler prayers, she sy, she
heard the w uhhm:n:gmr.']

hollered as Joud as 1 could, We're

Ammando opens  his and
smiles. "My wife, she hay a very
commanding voice *

The rescuers lugh

“We didn't legve before the storm

.Ih{hrmdatnl from
mwﬂm saw a dorsal fin at 3
fonter, “crulsing through
?”dﬂ%ﬁm@ddummq’s...
Buess It came from the aquarium-

It flooded, to,”

Vi

The crew has orders to pull out
each day by 6 pm. The different
state task forces have orders to line
up together. The sun will be setting
soon. After dark, in this city without
electricity, New Orleans tums into a
hostile emvionment resembling
Baghdad. Without the mortars, but
with the bullets, one rescuer says.
Organized gangs roam the strects.

All around them are dner houses
with brokent windows, Vehicles,
their batteries removed, Litter the
parking lots and roacl.

Two EPA-contracted airboats are
unaccounted for, so mucks, traiers
and boats must wait. No one wants
to leave a rescuer in the approach-
ing darkness.

After an hour, the boats are found.
Lee Blackwel, a Jefferson Parish
narcotics  detective, had been
searching flor his grandfather.

ngm fo hiry Witiam
B!yicmk\mn. was wnl:‘n fine. R
the throngs of people on the side of
the road The wvehicles drhe the
wrong way on 1-10. With fewer dis-
placed people on that side of the
higinway, it's safer,

egegrs

By 530 p.m. most of the team ar-
rives back at their base in suburban
Mdtairie, the stadium of the New
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<ICer says, as Rackers
Take thermn AWAY.
irally calls FEMA,



